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Interested in advertising in an upcoming newsletter?   

Please contact Marilyn Trachsel at 

marilyn.trachsel@nasasp.org.   

 

Interested in submitting a story for the next newsletter?  

Please contact Marilyn Trachsel 

marilyn.trachsel@nasasp.org  

 

President’s Inkwell! 
 

 Happy Spring and a Happy New Year to everyone!  I sincerely hope that each and all of you had a wonderful Christmas 

(or alternative if celebrated) and joyfully, but safely, rang in the New Year!  For my wife and me our present came a little later as 

we just welcomed the newest member to the Federal Surplus program, our son born March 1st.  Now that we are past one of the 

worst days of the year, daylight savings day, it’s time to look forward to all of the amazing things that 2022 has to offer!   

 First and foremost for NASASP is the fact that this is the beginning of our 75th year of existence.  It is amazing for me to 

think that 75 years ago, our predecessors were working to figure out the best ways to reutilize the property from World War II 

and get it into the hands of the local community organizations who needed it the most.  Now 75 years later, we are continuing 

those efforts to improve the donation program and reutilize the most Federal property possible to benefit in disaster relief, 

humanitarian assistance and community growth.   

 John Chwat, our NASASP Director of Government Relations, is working daily on Capitol Hill to move forth legislation to do 

just that, improve the donation program.  BUT WE NEED YOU!  We need champions, in the form of donees who will reach out to 

their Government leaders and express what the donation program has done for them.  We need numbers, showing the amount of 

savings our programs benefit those Government leaders’ constituents.  We need updated lists of eligible donees to present to 

Government leaders illustrating the magnitude of how many organizations this program benefits.  Just looking through past 

newsletters it’s hard for me to wrap my head around the immensity of how many organizations this program has benefited in 75 

years and how many more we stand ready to benefit. 

 If anyone has any questions, concerns or suggestions (or champions, numbers or lists) please reach out to any of the 

NASASP Officers. 

        Thank you, 

        Sam Sibert, Idaho SASP 

        NASASP President    

mailto:marilyn.trachsel@nasasp.org
mailto:Megan.sim@tfc.texas.gov
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Registration is open for NASASP’s 75th Annual Meeting in Washington, DC 

When? July 18-22, 2022  

Where? The Madison Washington DC, 1177 15th Street NW, Washington, DC  20005, (202) 862-1600  

To reserve a room:  https://book.passkey.com/e/50303134  

How to Register? The registration form, along with a draft agenda, is available at www.nasasp.org. Email the com-

pleted form to Marilyn.trachsel@nasasp.org.  

Who attends? Representatives from NASASP, SASPs, federal agencies (GSA, DLA, SBA), Associate Members, and our 

Corporate partners are all invited to attend. The meeting will include updates from the NASASP committees, along 

with presentations and/or discussions with NASASP, SASP, GSA and DLA staff. Whether you are new to the program 

or a seasoned veteran, there will be much to learn from these sessions and many networking opportunities. Also, 

please be sure to thank the vendors who attend for their support. Dress is business casual for all meetings  

Cost? For SASPs, it is $350 for first SASP attendee and $200 for each additional (includes President’s Banquet). Fed-

eral agencies and NASASP Associate Members do not have to pay a registration fee but you will be required to pay 

for the NASASP President’s Banquet, if attending.  

Payment? If you are paying at the meeting, please send the registration form to Marilyn.trachsel@nasasp.org so we 

have an accurate count. If you are paying in advance, please mail to: NASASP, Inc., P.O. Box 2134, Jefferson City, MO 

65102 (Federal ID 42-1562155)  

Tentative Agenda (subject to change—updated and full detail available at www.nasasp.org):  

Monday, July 18 
2:00-5:00 PM Registration  
5:00 PM Overseas Committee Meeting  
6:00 PM National Officers Meeting  
Other Committee Meetings as needed (TBD)  
 
Tuesday, July 19 
7:30 AM Registration Continues  
8:00-11:30 AM Opening Session / NASASP Executive Session (for SASP representatives only)  
11:30 AM-1:00 PM Lunch  
1:00-4:00 PM  Introduction of Vendors / Finish Committee Reports  
 
Wednesday, July 20 
8:00-11:30 AM Federal Partner Presentations  
11:30 AM-1:00 PM Lunch  
1:00-4:00 PM Federal Partner Presentations / Training   
6:00-8:00 PM President’s Dinner / Awards Presentation / Swearing in of new Officers 
 
Thursday, July 21 
8:00– 11:30 AM General Session—SASP Training  
11:30 AM – 1:00 PM Lunch  
1:00-4:00 PM NASASP Executive Session Continues / Future Planning 
 
Friday, July 22 
8:00– 11:30 AM Wrap up / Review of Action Items & Assignments  

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbook.passkey.com%2Fe%2F50303134&data=04%7C01%7Cmillerc56%40michigan.gov%7C4fedb49b961345b1ead108d9f7b1b378%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637813164858365418%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3
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Blair Oaks School District (Missouri) 

Blair Oaks RII Superintendent Dr. James Jones has been a long-time supporter of the 

Missouri State Agency for Surplus Property (MOSASP), saving thousands of dollars 

over the years as he furnishes local schools with surplus property. In 2009, he heavily 

utilized the program to furnish a middle school, estimating that he saved nearly 

$200,000 by acquiring items through MOSASP. So when Blair Oaks began building a 

new high school, Dr. Jones knew exactly where to go to furnish it at a fraction of the 

cost of buying retail.  

In the spring of 2021, a federal building in St. Louis needed to be cleared of excess 

desks, office supplies and shelves, and much of this property ultimately made its way 

to the new Blair Oaks High School in Wardsville. For two weeks, MOSASP team 

members Paul Hodge and Ernie Rademann would leave Jefferson City at 4 a.m. to 

make the 280-mile round trip drive to St. Louis to pick up property. Dr. Jones secured 

most of what they brought back, storing it in a secondary facility while the high 

school was under construction. Eventually, each classroom was furnished with desks 

(both wooden and variable-height), shelves, tables, electronic equipment, and 

whiteboards. Being able to acquire so much property from a singular location helped 

the school maintain a cohesive look, while also helping the district save money and 

be good stewards of the available funds. Dr. Jones estimated the district saved more 

than $70,000 furnishing the high school due to acquiring property through MOSASP.  

“We strive to be efficient and the best we can be. Surplus Property is a hidden gem, a piece of gold we have found. We are in the 

business of being good stewards of our tax dollars and MOSASP allows us to make those dollars go a long way,” Dr. Jones said.  Dr. 

Jones added that he is in constant contact with his school principals to be aware of any needs that could be supplied by MOSASP. 

Because he believes the program is vital to the survival of many entities, particularly school districts, he frequently encourages other 

school districts to utilize MOSASP to help stretch their own budget dollars.  

The Missouri State Agency for Surplus Property Manager Lee Ann Blythe, said she was thrilled that MOSASP was able to meet the 

needs of Blair Oaks. “We work to meet the needs and wants of our donees. It pleases us that the furniture found a home and will 

continue to serve the Blair Oaks RII School District for years to come,” Blythe stated.   

Rademann said he was happy he could help the school district and 

looks forward to fulfilling the districts future needs. He was happy 

to work with Dr. Jones and appreciative of the help he provided 

when communicating about needed property or assisting in the 

unloading of furniture.  

“Dr. Jones was enjoyable to work with. We communicated often 

about property needs and what he was looking for. He also was 

available to help unload the property,” Rademann said.  

The MOSASP team looks forward to continued collaborations with 

Dr. Jones and the Blair Oaks School District, as well as other 

school districts. This success story is a great example of the 

MOSASP motto of “Spend a little. Save a lot!”   

  -Submitted by Lee Ann Blythe, Missouri SASP 

Blair Oaks Superintendent Jim Jones pictured 
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Danevang Volunteer Fire Department (Texas) 

Danevang Volunteer Fire Department received a 100 

kW generator set (pictured ) from TX SASP’s Federal 

Surplus Property Program in April 2019. This generator 

provided power to the fire station during the February 

2021 freeze, for almost eight days! Fire Chief Richard 

Chomout, Jr. said, "We had about 100 people that 

relied on the Danevang VFD for a place to sleep, food, 

water, and keeping warm." The service charge paid for 

this item was $2,500 with an original acquisition cost of 

$72,039. That is a savings of $69,539 compared to 

buying brand new! 

 -Submitted by Elyzabeth Perkins , Texas SASP 

The Federal Surplus program has been proven to be a successful venture for Service Disabled Veteran Owned Small Business Paulus 
Obey, Inc. Since approval of his application, in June of 2021, owner Mr. Obey has received several items from Federal Surplus including 
greenhouse supplies, military tents, a manufactured home and a riding lawnmower.  

He has become one of MISASPs most frequent flyers and it has been a pleasure to assist him with meeting his business goals. His con-
tinued support is greatly appreciated.  

 

                                                         -Submitted by Camie Miller, Michigan SASP 

Paulus Obey, Inc. (Michigan) 
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This forklift was received by the Nebraska SASP from 

FEMA.  It had an original acquisition cost of $19,500.  

They transferred it to the Henry Doorly Zoo in 

Omaha for a service charge of $7,500.  That’s a 

savings of $12,000 when compared to buying new. 

 

 

-  Submitted by Michael Case, Nebraska SASP 
 

IEndeavor School and Museum (New Jersey) 

 
In a project that was years in the making, the New Jersey State Agency for Sur-

plus Property and the GSA Personal Property Management program helped stu-

dents to reach for the stars at the Endeavor School and Museum located on the 

Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst military installation in central New Jersey. The 

school, a Department of Defense Public School on Military Installations (PMSI), 

opened in 2019 and is named after the space shuttle, Endeavor.   The school and 

museum are co-located and connected. 

It was donated over $51,000 of space-age artifacts that originated from items 

transferred through GSA’s NASA Space Programs Historic Artifacts platform in 

2014 that more recently enabled the Endeavor Museum to showcase the shuttle 

program. The artifacts included pictures, banners, status boards, payload bay 

flood lights, escape 

basket netting, and even a shuttle drag chute that now doubles as a projec-

tion screen for a looped video to display shuttle take offs and landings—all 

in support of themes such as exploration, innovation, teamwork, persever-

ance and more. The school motto is “The sky is not the limit,” and is em-

blematic of the search for discovery embodied in all of us since the time we 

first looked up into the night sky and wondered . . . What lies beyond?   

 

-  Submitted by Robert Kitsock, GSA 
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As the financial impact of the Covid-19 pandemic still lingers across business industries, DOAS Surplus Property continues to 

support the economic trajectory of State agencies and Georgia-based organizations through its dedicated work and leadership in 

asset management. This March, Georgia Governor Brian P. Kemp issued DOAS Surplus Property Division its first proclamation for 

Asset Management Awareness Month, reaffirming the value property and asset management professionals provide in helping the 

state save resources and reduce costs to taxpayers.  

“When you consider the value of the assets in our offices and facilities, it is billions of dollars,” says Steve Ekin, Director of the 

DOAS Surplus Property Division. “The goal of having Asset Management Awareness Month, is not just for State employees, but 

also for the public to be informed about how well the state takes care of the property that has been entrusted to us. If you thought 

about it as a pile of money, that’s what asset management really is. It is accounting for the resources of the state, whether that be 

property, people or funds, they’re all assets that have to be managed,” states Ekin.  

To celebrate Asset Management Awareness Month, Surplus Property launched a marketing campaign to highlight the work of 

asset managers and the advantages asset management brings to the community.  

“Many people generally don’t consider asset management the way asset managers do. We have teams of people who take care of 

our human and financial assets. We have certified engineers, plumbers, electricians, and facilities maintenance employees to 

manage our facilities. But who’s watching all the items that are in those buildings? That’s what your asset managers are there to 

talk about, and the work they carry out makes a tremendous difference in cost-savings for the state, which benefits all Georgia 

residents,” says Ekin.  

Providing guidance and leadership to State agencies in its role, Surplus Property stays abreast of policies and regulations to provide 

agencies up-to-date industry best practices. Ekin and several staff members have been trained and certified through the National 

Property Management Association. Additionally, Surplus Property maintains membership in the National Association of State 

Agencies for Surplus Property and actively participates in its programs.  

Ekin is hopeful the proclamation recognition will help lead to a statewide as sset management standard in the future. Currently, 

agencies set individual standards based on needs. “Standardization and certification would help asset managers do their jobs more 

effectively,” says Ekin. National and internationally recognized asset management standards are established through organizations 

such as the International 

Standard Organization (ISO) 

and the ASTM International. 

“If we utilized these 

voluntary consensus 

standards, it would set the 

framework for audits and 

systems that would then 

mean we are all accounting 

for our assets the same way. 

The standard would be a 

great resource for asset 

managers” adds Ekin.  

(cont. on next page) 
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Do you have a story about property you obtained from your State Agency for 

Surplus Property—send it to Marilyn.trachsel@nasasp.org for inclusion in the next 

newsletter! 
 

...continued from previous page 

 

The Surplus Property Division facilitates the disposal and redistribu-

tion for the billions in personal property assets the State of Georgia 

oversees. Ekin attributes DOAS collaboration in helping to fulfill the 

responsibilities of asset management for the state. For instance, 

the DOAS State Purchasing Division acquires assets under the state-

ment of work and contracts the correct items to the right places, at 

the right time; while Risk Management Services through utilization, 

insurance, and compliance, ensures property is utilized and main-

tained properly. Additionally, Fleet Management also plays an im-

portant role managing over 24,000 state vehicles. Human Resource 

Administration establishes a framework of statewide polices that 

allows agencies to effectively and efficiently manage their work-

force. Surplus Property ensures assets are disposed of in an appro-

priate and transparent manner. 

“From acquisition to utilization and disposal, all of the functions of 

DOAS are a part of the asset management lifecycle,” states Ekin.  

Still, in the world of asset management, Surplus Property identifies 

the most valuable asset as ability to avoid costs through reuse, re-

ducing and recycling – the pinnacle of its mission.  

Through the U.S. General Services Administration, DOAS Surplus 

Property Division is the State Agency for Surplus Property (SASP) 

and administers the Surplus Property Donation Program for federal 

and State of Georgia surplus property.  

For more information about DOAS Surplus Property, visit             

surplusproperty.doas.ga.gov                                

          -Submitted by Kenya King, Georgia SASP 



NASASP Historian’s Report 

 

N.J. Kitchens: Guardian of the Public Purse 

The 1979 NASASP rally against a surcharge on DoD donations 
 
History may not repeat itself, but at times, it certainly 
rhymes. For instance, the nation witnesses a spike in energy 
prices, Moscow invades a neighboring country, and the Fed-
eral Government seeks to expand reimbursement opportu-
nities for surplus property donations. Does this scenario 
sound familiar? The year was 1979, and had it not been for 
the NASASP President at that time, N.J. Kitchens, participa-
tion in the donation program may have been hindered for 
SASPs across the country. 
 
After the Senate and House Appropriations Committee Re-
port on the 1979 Department of Defense Appropriations Bill 
called for a study on the feasibility of a 5.3% surcharge on 
the transfers of surplus property, NASASP was given the 
opportunity to testify before Congress regarding the impact 
that would make on participating agencies across the coun-
try. N.J. Kitchens, who was at that time the Director of the 
Alabama SASP and the NASASP President, argued against 
the implementation of a surcharge that was intended to 
offset the DoD’s requested appropriation for the operation 
of the disposal program. He gathered statements from oth-
er SASPs and collected letters from donee organizations 
nationwide.   A portion of his May 22, 1979 testimony to the 
U.S. House of Representatives Subcommittee of the Depart-
ment of Defense of the Committee on Appropriations is to 
the right. 
 
The Comptroller General agreed with NASASP in their report 
to Congress on the impact of public law 94-519 that the im-
position of surcharge would result in reduced donee partici-
pation in the program.  According to the US General Ac-
counting Office’s review of PL 94-519, a 2% surcharge on 
DoD property was imposed on 7/7/1980, but the surcharge 
provision was quickly reduced and then removed shortly 
after.  
 
NASASP, under the leadership of N.J. Kitchens, fulfilled their 
promise to “leave no stones unturned to defeat the pro-
posed surcharge.” They organized together and, with the 
help of numerous donee organizations, made a compelling 
argument for why donating property to SASPs at no charge 
meets the greatest public good.  
 
       

                 - Submitted by Abianna Daugherty, Texas SASP 
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In December 2020, the NASASP Overseas 

Program shipped this model year 2000, 

International 4900, Rescue Truck with 21,300 

miles on it from DLA Gimcheon, Korea to 

Charlestown, Rhode Island.  Fire Chief Kettle had 

this unit completely refurbished.  This truck was 

a huge savings to the town of Charleston and 

great use of Overseas U.S. Government Property. 

Before and after pictures show what an amazing 

piece of property this is! 
 

 

Interested in participating in the  

Overseas Program?  

 

 

Please contact Randy Main,  

NASASP Overseas Facilitator, at  

(207) 441-4044 or raminc@ramincmgt.net.  

Before 

                    After 
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March is a very busy time in Washington, DC, with Congress passing a $1.5T federal budget, allocating funds for the agencies impacting 
NASASP and SASP operations, including the GSA, SBA and DLA, among others. Since the start of this Session of Congress two months 
ago, the 2,714-page funding bill has joined the NDAA (National Defense Authorization bill for FY22), the Infrastructure and Investment 
Jobs Act, and several more bills all over 2,500 pages not to mention thousands of pages of policy directives to the agencies. This is on 
top of many proposed regulations submitted by the government every day in the Federal Register for review. It is a period of intense 
legislation and policy since the year 2022 will also host the White House submission of another Federal budget for FY2023 to the 
Congress which begins a seven-month cycle of bills, amendments, and funding directives. All of this is on top of Members of Congress 
either retiring at the end of this year (with all their staff looking for jobs) or positioning for the November 8, 2022, elections which 
some have indicated may bring a whole new set of leadership and policy this Fall. Quite a lot of events and actions to monitor, but 
NASASP is very much alerted to these matters as they relate to the Federal Surplus Property Program. 
 
In mid-March the officers of NASASP sent all SASPs the GSA proposed Rules changes to the Exchange/Sale process embodied in FMR 
102.39. NASASP is seeking input and preparing a consolidated response to these changes. If you haven’t already, please respond to the 
email with your input by COB on Friday April 1. As an integral part of NASASPs "watching, responding, protecting," activities relating to 
the 75-year-old Federal surplus property program, it is critical to be able to identify these federal agency policy changes and to address 
concerns where appropriate and on a timely basis. 
 
The Government Relations activities of NASASP also included this past month a second expansive point of contact listing, state by state 
and territories, for SASPs to consider in reaching out to SBA programs, such as the Veteran Small Business Owners. This listing, 
together with suggested Veterans Service Organizations, Chambers of Commerce, business contacts and other veterans outreach 
suggestions are part of a greater national effort underway to educate Veteran groups and Veteran small business owners about the 
FSPP, our state donation process and other implementation opportunities to work with SASPs. We are also interested in how the 
program can be made "better," and to galvanize the over 2.5M veterans who own small businesses around the country (a 2012 
statistic which must be larger now) to seek federal surplus property. SASPs are urged to identify for our outreach efforts, key SBA 8(a) 
company owners to support the FSPP. We welcome suggestions on who to contact within your state; and success stories of 8(a) 
companies who secured FSPP and went on to be successful, creating jobs, providing revenue to local and state government, and 
increasing profitability (a good example of our motto "Pro Bono Publico," FOR THE PUBLIC GOOD). NASASP is spreading this message 
to the U.S. Congress and to the leadership in Congress on how this 75-year-old program has benefited hundreds of thousands of 
American citizens, small businesses, and their communities. 
 
The government relations activities of NASASP are also very focused on the upcoming Annual meeting this July in Washington, DC. The 
occasion enhanced an ongoing outreach to the entire U.S. Senate and U.S. House Members and their professional staff on the value of 
the FSPP and the impact of state donations. It includes NASASP recommendations to change several provisions in Title 40 relating to 
the donation program authority and to provide SASP donation priority before exchange/sale designation. We are making the case that 
non-profit donees, many servicing the disabled, elderly, homeless, and impoverished, as well as many other donees whether 8(a) or 
Veteran owned small business, need more, not less, federal surplus property. 
 
NASASP has priorities in the U.S. Congress relating to the Committees in the U.S. House and Senate that have jurisdiction over GSA, 
SBA and DLA, as well as all funding committees and others that would impact federal surplus property issues.  
 
Please let us know if you can reach out to the U.S. Congressional Members or U.S. Senators from your State and we can target the 
appropriate staffs and method of communication that can supplement details on state donation and state related donee benefits. We 
can respond to inquiries on who are your Members of Congress and how best to support NASASP, provided as a SASP you are able to 
undertake this communication. This grassroots-constituent contact can also be assisted by us for donees interested in helping NASASP. 
I am available anytime to assist in this request. 
 
As the Spring 2022 unfolds, there will be additional pressures on the Congress and government not included in these multi-thousand-
page bills - issues of the daily headlines such as Ukraine. NASASP is watching carefully all funding and policy actions which can include 
small provisions in larger bills and directives touching every aspect of your program. Changes are inevitable. Knowing how to meet 
these challenges is a key to success. 

 
  -Submitted by John Chwat            johnchwat@mckeongrp.com            cell (703) 963-2917 

mailto:johnchwat@mckeongrp.com


 
 

Page 11 

Thank you to our Corporate Sponsors 

www.publicsurplus.com 

  

http://www.publicsurplus.com/


The Federal Surplus Property Program needs your help and your voice.   Read on to see how 
your organization can help. 

Associate Members of NASASP are key players on the Federal Surplus Personal Property Donation Program team.  
Associate Members are typically people or organizations who receive surplus property (and thereby save money for the 
citizens they support) and have a keen interest in the Program.   Municipalities, schools, and certain non-profit 
organizations receive millions of dollars’ worth of heavy equipment, computers, office furniture and equipment, vehicles 
and much more through the Federal Surplus Property Program each year.  Help us ensure the growth of this valuable 
program through your support of NASASP.  Your $39.00 membership fee supports the efforts of NASASP to increase the 
quality and quantity of surplus property available to you, and to open the program to other organizations that were not 
previously eligible to receive surplus property.  For your $39.00 annual membership fee, you receive: 

• Certificate of membership denoting membership. 
• Updates about changes to the program. 
• Invitation to attend, as a nonvoting guest, the annual meeting of NASASP. 
• The satisfaction of knowing that you are making a difference by joining. 

NOTE:  Membership in NASASP does not ensure your organization is eligible as a federal surplus donee.  Only your State’s SASP can determine eligibility.   

HELP US STRETCH YOUR BUDGET DOLLARS 

Become a NASASP Associate Member! 

Associate Membership Application 
Membership is for one year from the month we receive your dues. 

 
__________________________________________________   _______________________________________ 
NAME        TITLE 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
ORGANIZATION 
 
________________________________________________  ____________________    ________    ________   
ADDRESS            CITY      STATE              ZIP 
 
________________________________________________  _______________________________________ 
EMAIL        PHONE 
 

To pay by check: Complete the above information and send with your $39 annual dues to: NASASP, P. O. Box 2134, Jefferson City, 
MO  65102.  To pay by credit card:  Visit www.nasasp.org and click on “Join NASASP.” 
 

If you have questions, please contact Karen Conn by email at  AM.nasasp@nasasp.org or by phone at (806) 344-2209. 
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Interested in acquiring property for your organization?   

Please visit www.nasasp.org and click on “Find My State”  for complete contact information and a link to 
your state agency’s website. 

NASASP Officers & Staff 
President    Sam Sibert (ID)  sam.sibert@adm.idaho.gov  (208) 334-3477  
Vice President   Tim Bolles (MI)  bollest@michigan.gov   (517) 241-3860 
Secretary   Chris Reynolds (AR) chris.reynolds@adem.arkansas.gov  (501) 835-3111 
Treasurer   Kelly Ferrel (FL)  kelly.ferrel@dms.fl.gov    (904) 964-5601  
Government Relations   John Chwat   johnchwat@mckeongrp.com   (703) 963-2917 
Fund Administrator  Marilyn Trachsel  marilyn.trachsel@nasasp.org   (573) 634-6021   
Associate Membership  Karen Conn  am.nasasp@nasasp.org    (806) 344-2209  
Overseas Facilitator  Randall Main  raminc@ramincmgt.net       (207) 441-4044 

 

Term = September 1, 2021 – August 31, 2022 

http://www.nasasp.org
http://www.nasasp.org/

