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FROM THE PRESIDENTôS INKWELL 

 
  

 

September marked the beginning of a new year for the 

National Association of State Agencies for Surplus 

Property, Inc (NASASP) starting with the election of new 

National Officers.  I, Chris Barela, from the State of New 

Mexico, am the newly elected President.  Arthur Woods, 

from Arkansas is the Vice-President, Oran Redden from 

Oklahoma, is Secretary, and Marilyn Trachsel from 

Missouri is our Treasurer.  We also have four newly 

elected Area Vice-Presidents: Terry Flynn from New York 
represents Area I, Shane Bailey from Alabama represents 

Area II, Michael Ristroph from Louisiana represents Area 

III , and Steve Perica from Arizona represents Area IV.   

 

Every new beginning also marks an ending and in this case 

the ending is the term of NASASPôs outgoing President, 

Curtis Howard from Illinois.  This comes after serving an 

unprecedented three consecutive terms as President, a first 

in the history of NASASP.  Curt has done so much for the 

approximately 67,000 donee organizations that NASASP 

collectively represents.  Curt has been instrumental in 

bringing NASASP to where we are today but the most 

notable accomplishment on Curt's résumé is the effort, 

time, and attention that he, along with Overseas 

Committee, brought to bringing Federal excess property 

back to our local communities from Iraq.   Curt put 

considerable efforts into assuring that with the draw down 
of our troops in Iraq; the property utilized there has the 

opportunity to be returned to the U.S. and put into use in 

our local communities.  Thanks to his efforts, the efforts of 

Randy Main, our Overseas facilitator, and our Overseas 

Committee working in partnership with the Department of 

Defense and the U.S. General Services Administration, we 

have seen over seven million dollars in excess property 

returned to our communities for reutilization. 
  

I can assure you that I, along with the other National  

 

Officers, will do our best to keep NASASP on the path it  

is on going forward.  We will make every effort to ensure 

Federal excess property from either overseas or our 

backyards finds its way into the hands that need it most, 

our donees.  Budgets are tight and cities and towns all over 

the United States are left wondering where they are going 

to get revenues needed to keep their communities up and 

running.  It is imperative that we make sure our Federal tax 

dollars get stretched as far as possible and by reutilization 
of Federal surplus property, we are doing exactly that.   

We know the challenges we face, these arenôt anything 

new, but together we can meet those challenges. 

 

I look forward to serving you all to the best of my ability 

and look forward to another great year full of success 

stories to share. 

 

New Fiscal Year for NASASP Brings New Officers -  

Yet Commitment to Donees Remains the Same 

 

2011/2012 NASASP National Officers 

From Left:  Chris Barela, President; Arthur Woods, 

Vice-President; Marilyn Trachsel, Treasurer; Oran 

Redden, Secretary 

 

http://www.nasasp.org/
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=facebook+logo&view=detail&id=E82F2860BF3608213123E287D19103B2E98040E1&first=0
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NASASP Seeks Associate Member of the Year Award 

Nominations for 2011 

Itôs time to select the 2011 NASASP Associate 

Member of the Year!  Maybe it will be your 

organization! 
 

We are looking for a great donation story that took place in 
2011.  If you have received a great piece of federal surplus 

equipment as a donation from your local state agency that 

has had an impact on many people or saved your 

organization a significant amount of money, we want to 

hear from you!   NASASP Associate Members will receive 

a nomination form in the mail soon.  Deadline for entries is 

January 15, 2012. 
 

NASASPôs Associate Membership Committee will choose 

a winner in January.  The winning Associate Member will 

be presented with a plaque by the State Director of their 
State Agency for Surplus Program PLUS A FREE 

DIGITAL CAMERA!   

 

 

   

 

NASASP will also invite the winning Associate Memberôs 

State Governor to the award ceremony to be recognized as 

well.  
 

In addition, all Associate Member of the Year nominee 

stories will be featured in upcoming NASASP newsletters, 

on nasasp.org, Facebook and Twitter. 
 

The stories featured on page 3 through 11 of this 

newsletter are entries for the 2010 award.     
 

I look forward to hearing your story.  Thank you again for 

your ongoing support of NASASP! 
 

Tina Rodriguez 

Director of Associate Membership, NASASP 

tina.rodriguez@nasasp.org 

 

Scott Pepperman, NASASP Exec Director presents first ever 2010 Associate Member of the Year Award to  

David Forsythe of Person County Group Homes, Roxboro, NC 
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Chicago Architectural Metals, IL Received Federal Surplus to 

Help with Rehab of Maywood Courthouse 

 

Since 1997, Chicago Architectural Metals, an SBA 8(a), has 

been a premier metal fabricator and erector, working on 

numerous Chicago landmark buildings including the 

restoration of The Palmer House Hilton, the Union Carbine 

Building, the Historic Riverside Water Tower, and Mies van 

der Roheôs iconic Lake Shore Drive Apartments, for which 

CAM has restored the first and second floor façades.  
 

 In 2002, CAM became SBA 8(a) certified.  The SBA 8(a) is 

a program designed to give eligible small businesses 

assistance in obtaining government contracts.  However, a 

special MOA created by U.S. General Services and 

NASASP, Inc., enables participation in the Donation 
Programs across the nation.   Although the work and 

preparation for this program are extensive, the contracts can 

be lucrative and well worth the time invested during the 

application process.  This is a win-win situation for both the 

government and the small business owner. 
 

After contacting the ILSASP (CMS Federal Surplus) office 

in Springfield, Illinois and inquiring about the process of 

procuring excess government equipment, CAM benefited 

almost immediatelyðand immensely--from the Donation 

Program by receiving machinery that has not only been 

necessary for their growth, but imperative for building a 

competitive business in the capital intensive industry of 

metal fabricating and erecting. In addition, the program 
provides jobs.  As a result, CAM was able to offer 50+ jobs 

based on a number of larger contracts they were awarded - 

contracts that would not have been obtained without the help 

of the Federal Surplus Equipment Program. 
  

 

 

The Maywood Courthouse, in Cook County, Illinois is a recently 

completed project that nicely illustrates the Federal Surplus Donation 

Program at work.  CAM, Inc attributes its success in obtaining a 

$1,000,000 contract to rehab the old Maywood Courthouse. 

 

Specifically, CAM utilized forklifts, delivery trucks, shears( pictured at 

left), and welders, welding tables and a cold saw (above) to perform the 

required work, replacing 500 large tiles of glass and rubber gaskets and 

repairing the buildingôs glass frames.  This equipment was used to 

fabricate highly recyclable products (glass and steel) for the revitalization 

of the envelope of the existing building.  
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Gretna Police, LA Receives High Water Transportation 

Vehicle to Help with Search and Rescue during Hurricanes 

 

The city of Gretna is the parish seat of Jefferson Parish, in 

the State of Louisiana.  Gretna is on the west bank of the 

Mississippi River, just east and across the river from 

uptown New Orleans.  It is part of the New Orleansï

MetairieïKenner Metropolitan Statistical Area.  The 

population was 17,736 at the 2010 census. 

The Gretna Police Department is proud to have in its fleet 
of police vehicles, a 5.5 ton, high water transportation 

vehicle (M931A1 WO/W) manufactured by Am General 

Corporation.  This vehicle has a 400 horse power 

Cummings diesel engine; all wheel drive (10 wheels) and 

has the ability to operate in 60 inches of water with a 

towing capacity of 5.5 tons.  It has been used for high 

water search and rescue during hurricanes and coastal 

flooding and has also proved beneficial in the 

transportation of other heavy equipment such as 

generators, fuel tanks, and refrigeration units during 

catastrophic events. 

The vehicle also assists in maintaining the 24 hour patrol 

activities of the Gretna Police Department during regional  

 

flash flooding which the Gretna area is susceptible to 

during the summer months.  It is equipped with emergency 

equipment such as a chain saw, pick axe, flotation devices, 

shovels, sledge hammers, etc. for the purpose of breeching 

obstacles and fulfilling the search and rescue objectives 

presented during natural disasters.  With its large bed and 

specially fabricated bench seating, the vehicle also acts as 

a mass transport unit in the event that multiple people need 

to be relocated from one point to another at the same time.  

Obtaining vehicles of this nature make a substantial impact 

in high water rescue situations and enables the police 

department to fully and effectively execute the function of 

public safety during these situations.  Receiving the 

M931A1 WO/W through the surplus program has made a 

positive financial impact on the City of Gretna saving the 

police Department approximately $115,000.00 and 

supplied the department with a better-quality vehicle that 

can operate in the harshest conditions when considering 

the alternatives available. 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/City
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parish_seat
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jefferson_Parish,_Louisiana
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Louisiana
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mississippi_River
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Orleans,_Louisiana
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Orleans,_Louisiana
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Metairie,_Louisiana
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kenner,_Louisiana
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Orleans_metropolitan_area
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2010_United_States_Census
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Families Helping Families, LA Acquires Medical Equipment 

for Clinic that Helps Disabled and Needy 

 
 

Families Helping Families at the Crossroads of Louisiana 

is a non-profit Family Directed Resource Center for 

individuals with special needs and their families.  FHF was 

founded in 1992 in Alexandria as part of a statewide 

network of family resource centers.  FHF is an 

organization of families who, because of their own 

experience, are aware of and committed to reaching out to 

other families who have members with special needs.  

Special needs include physical, mental, emotional, 
behavior and/or education issues.  FHF is a place where 

families can go for help and understanding from caring 

people who "have been there" too. 

ñAs a non-profit agency serving children with disabilities 

we recently acquired numerous pieces of equipment from 

our Louisiana Federal Property Surplus in Baton Rouge.   

We were able to obtain two doctorôs exam tables, a 

professional stander, as well as three stryker rolling patient 

transports with mattresses complete and ready to use.  The 

total cost was an unbelievable $200.00!  If we would have 

to purchase them anywhere else, they would have been 

well over ten thousand dollars.   

 

 

As a result of these donations, we are able to provide 

physical therapy for the disabled at a newly created center 

located near our organization.  We have also been able to 

provide equipment for one of our local doctors who serve 

needy people at no charge,ò James Sprinkle, Executive 

Director. 

 

Dr. Charles Ugokwe uses the 

patient tables Families 

Helping Families received 

from LA Federal Surplus to 

serve the underprivileged 

with neurological problems 

such as seizure disorders.  As 

the neurologist of Cenla 

Neurology in Alexandria, 
Louisiana, Dr. Ugokwe 

continues to provide much 

needed assistance to those in 

such intense need. 
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Little River Drainage District, MO Federal Surplus Helps 

Keep Nearly 2 Million Acres of Wetland Dry 

The Little River Drainage District is the largest drainage 

district in the United States.   It was formed in 1907 by 

private landowners who sought to drain the Missouri 

"glades," the largest wetland in the nation, consisting of 

approximately two million acres of swampland and forest.  

 

Today, nearly 1000 miles of ditches collects the water 

from seven counties and 1.2 million acres and moves it 

into the Mississippi River near Helena, Arkansas.  Before 
the land was drained, only ten percent of the area was 

suitable for agriculture and residency.  Currently, 96 

percent is clear and water-free year round.  The ditches 

 

 

and levees were constructed over a period of  

approximately fifty years, the largest land transformation 

in the world. 

 

In 2010, The Little River Drainage District received five  

trailers, two surveying sets, two theodolites, a storage 

container, cleaning supplies, two  tool sets,  tools, an  

anvil, an air wrench, and many other items too numerous 

to mention from the Missouri State Agency for Surplus 
Property.  All totaled, they received over $130,000 in 

acquisition costs of property for under $2500 in service 

and handling fees. 

 

  


